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Part 1: News Analysis 
 
Reduced delivery of Turkmen gas to Iran continued this week, as did speculation on who or what is behind 
the lingering dispute. The rhetoric has heated up on both sides as the weather remains freezing, and some 
analysts see Russian and American interests fueling the spat between the normally cordial neighbors. Iran 
has threatened to bring Turkmenistan before an international court, and an Iranian oil official and an imam 
have called the reduction “immoral.”  Meanwhile, Turkmenistan alternates between accusing Iran of violating 
their agreement and insisting that only technical problems are causing the delay. 
 
Teheran cites a 1996 pact in which Turkmenistan agreed to pump up to 28 million cubic meters (cm) per day 
to Iran at a rate of $70 per 1,000 cm. Iranian officials say Ashgabat is trying to double the price. This would 
make the amount Iran pays for Turkmen gas almost equal to the $150 per 1,000 cm Russia must pay by mid 
2008, according to a December 2007 agreement. 
 
Some analysts see political rather than economic motives behind the dispute. Iranian and Russian media 
outlets suggest that the United States pressured Turkmenistan to raise prices due to the U.S.'s own 
disagreements with Teheran. Such theories remain purely speculative.  
 
Senator Richard Lugar of Indiana, a Republican active on energy issues and international affairs, visited 
Ashgabat and was received by President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov on January 12. US Embassy and 
Turkmen government reports highlighted discussions about educational exchanges and general intentions to 
increase cooperation. Sen. Lugar released a statement January 14 calling on Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan 
to seek out diverse export routes rather than relying on Russia alone. The senator visited the Gowdan-
Bajgiran checkpoint at the Iranian-Turkmen border, but made no public comment on the gas dispute with 
Iran.  
 
Earlier, in Baku, Azerbaijan, Sen. Lugar reiterated a call to U.S. President George Bush to appoint a special 
Caspian energy envoy to help prevent Russian domination of the regional trade in fossil fuels. Meanwhile, 
Kommersant reports that sources within the Russian Foreign Ministry believe Russia will benefit in the end 
from the gas wars. Iran has been forced to reduce domestic consumption and cut the amount of gas it pumps 
to Turkey; Russia’s Gazprom has helped make up for the shortfall in Turkey as well as in Greece, a Turkish 
gas export market. Russian analysts say their country can appear to customers as a more stable partner 
while perhaps undercutting Turkmenistan by offering China a more attractive rate. 
 
President Berdymukhamedov chastised the state-sponsored media for not being “creative” enough, once 
again shuffling officials in key state media posts and the culture ministry. In its annual report Freedom in the 
World, the democracy watchdog Freedom House declared Turkmenistan as “not free,” judging reforms under 
the new leadership as not yet sufficient to undo the ravages of first president Saparmurat Niyazov’s long 
dictatorship. In an indication that the first president's propaganda machine continues to churn, a delegation 
from Russia's Tatarstan participated in a ceremony to celebrate the Tatar translation of the Ruhnama, the 
state-sanctioned spiritual guidebook promoted by Niyazov as part of his personality cult. An agreement was 
also signed between the state gas companies of Turkmenistan and Tatarstan.  
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The Turkmen leader attempted to offset concerns about domestic shortages with an announcement to make 
good on his pledge to provide free gasoline. State media reported that citizens would receive an unspecified 
quota of free gasoline and would have to pay market prices above that amount. 
 
 
 
Turkmenistan  
Part 2: News Digest 
 
Summary:  A gas dispute between Turkmenistan and Iran persisted without a resolution in sight. Teheran 
characterized as “immoral” Ashgabat’s decision to cut off gas exports during unusually cold weather and 
suggested that Turkmenistan was seeking to double the gas price at the behest of the U.S. Turkmenistan 
claimed technical problems were at issue and accused Iran of violating the current agreement. Russian 
analysts said service disruptions benefited Gazprom which made up the shortfalls and appeared as a more 
stable partner. Sen. Richard Lugar and an EU delegation met separately with the Turkmen leader to discuss 
energy security.
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1.     INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
a.   Turkmenistan Trying to Double Gas Price: Iranian MP 
  
Source:   mehrnews.ir/01/15/08.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:   http://www.mehrnews.ir/en/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=622124 
 
Synopsis:  Turkmenistan has cut gas delivery to Iran in order to double the gas price from 7 cents to 14 cents 
per cm, mehrnews.com reported, citing Majlis Energy Committee Chairman Kamal Daneshyar. Turkmenistan 
continues to maintain that it ceased delivery of gas due to technical problems and Tehran's failure to meet 
payments as agreed. Iran denies the latter claim, saying payments are up to date. Daneshyar said that 
although Ashgabat was focusing on the alleged technical problems, pressure from the U.S. to cut off supplies 
to Iran could also have been a factor. He said that Iran would challenge the disruption before the International 
Court of Justice. 
 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Mohammad-Ali Hosseini said on January 14 that Turkmenistan’s failure to 
resume gas supplies to Iran ran counter to the bilateral agreement and good neighborliness. 
 
 
b.  Turkmenistan/Iran: Good Relations Take Turn For The Worse 
 
Source:  Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty/01/03/08. Excerpted by OSI Turkmenistan Project. Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. 
Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036. 
Full version:   http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/01/ae26970f-e11f-4ac8-a792-3c336febe5dc.html 
 
[Passage omitted: on past friendly relations between Turkmenistan and Iran, now apparently ended.] 
 
In recent days, long-festering strains in the Turkmen-Iranian relationship – which involves gas, electricity, 
fishing rights, and water sharing, as well as sensitivities surrounding northern Iran's 3 million ethnic Turkmen 
– have been made public. And as Ashgabat and Tehran haggle over gas supplies and other issues, ordinary 
people in Iran and Turkey are bearing the brunt of the dispute during a winter of record cold. 
Iranian-Turkmen talks on the price of gas exports broke down in December. Then, as the New Year began, 
Ashgabat cut supplies to Iran, blaming it on maintenance work on the pipeline. 
 
But Iranian officials have now made it clear that the issue clearly involves price. Iranian Oil and Gas Minister 
Gholamhossein Nozari recently said that talks on raising the price for Turkmen natural gas, from the current 
$75 to $140 per 1,000 cubic meters, would resume only when the supplies were restored. Nozari added that 
if deliveries did not resume, Iran could refuse to buy Turkmen gas. 
 
The Turkmen government responded that due to Iran's failure to pay for already-delivered gas, Ashgabat 
lacks the funds to repair the pipeline – and hence, to resume the flow of gas to Iran. 
 
Iran's national gas company has denied that Iran needed to pay any arrears. And on January 15, Iranian 
Deputy Oil and Gas Minister Akbar Torkan said Turkmenistan was trying to "put forth new claims" and called 
the decision to cut supplies in the heart of winter "immoral." 
 
[Passage omitted: on past president Saparmurat Niyazov's friendly ties with Iran.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on Iran refraining from criticism of Niyazov's “often bizarre” behavior.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on January 4 incident where Iranian patrol boats reportedly shot dead an ethnic Turkmen 
fisherman, sparking protests and alleged arrests.] 
 
[Passage omitted: on disputes over water supplies in border areas and perceived discrimination against 
ethnic Turkmen.] 
 
But the gas dispute is interesting for another reason, one that will not have escaped the notice of the Iranian 
government. Over the last year, a succession of high-level U.S. delegations has visited Turkmenistan. The 
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most recent was a visit by U.S. Senator Richard Lugar (Republican, Indiana) to Ashgabat on January 11-13, 
which came on the heels of visit by Deputy U.S. Secretary of State Erica Barks-Ruggles in December. 
 
Alex Vatanka, a security analyst for Jane's information group, says it is still too early to say whether the 
United States might be pushing Turkmenistan to take a tougher stance with Iran, Washington's longtime foe. 
But he said such speculation is warranted, given the geopolitics and Iran's domestic situation. 
 
"The supply of gas from Turkmenistan at this crucial time, winter period, not showing up will make 
Ahmadinejad more [domestic] enemies," Vatanka says. "And in the Iranian context, I think it's important 
because that gas from Turkmenistan is not destined for the big cities – Tehran and so forth – where 
Ahmadinejad has almost no support base. Where Ahmadinejad has some support base is in the provinces, 
like those regions that have been receiving Turkmen natural gas and rely on that gas. And if those people are 
not getting the gas then the point is, again, they'll be angry above all at the president. So, from a U.S. point of 
view, this is to undermine the presidency of Ahmadinejad, and I think, timing-wise, this is strategically 
important because you are only two months away from the parliamentary elections in March and you have 
presidential elections in 2009." 
 
Vatanka said that if Washington does have enough clout to achieve such a feat, that alone would represent a 
major change in Central Asian politics. "If the United States has been able to compel or impel [Turkmenistan] 
to do this, to cut the gas to Iran, the big message obviously there is, wow, the U.S. suddenly has found its 
leverage in Turkmenistan, a Central Asian state that it has traditionally not been very influential in." 
 
But in a region famous for great-power tussles, the United States is hardly the only actor. Aleksei Miller, the 
CEO of the Russian gas monopoly Gazprom, which buys most of Turkmenistan's gas, said in December that 
officials from the United States and European Union have been telling Turkmen officials that the price of 
Turkmen gas is too low. Miller made those remarks as Gazprom raised the price it pays for Turkmen gas 
from $100 per 1,000 cubic meters to $130 for the first half of 2008 and $150 for the second half of the year. 
 
[Passage omitted: on EU's proposed trans-Caspian pipeline.] 
 
But there is at least one more theory on the gas cutoffs, which have prompted Iran in turn to reduce gas 
exports to customers in Turkey. Professor Mehmet Seyfettin Erol of Ghazi University in Turkey speculates 
that Russia could be behind Ashgabat's newly assertive energy stance. 
 
"As far as I understand, improving ties between the U.S. and Turkey concerns not only Iran but also makes 
Russia feel uneasy," Erol says. "Russia's refusal in the last few days to increase gas exports to Turkey -- for 
the first time -- also shows that Russia has some role here. In a situation like this, I think Turkey is currently 
facing energy pressure led by Iran and Russia. I think there is not any serious problem between 
Turkmenistan and Iran; the role of Russia is important. I think, and as far as I understand, there is a new 
game being played, and Russia is the main actor behind this game." 
 
Meanwhile, ordinary people in northern Iran and eastern Turkey are paying the price for the gas cuts. In both 
areas, temperatures have dropped to record lows ranging from minus 3 to minus 27 degrees Celsius. 
 
 
c.  Turkemenistan’s Behavior in Cutting off Gas “Immoral”: Iranian Official 
 
Original title:  Turkmenistan Freezes Iran 
Source:  BBC Monitoring--Middle East/01/15/08/Voice of Islam of Iran state radio/01/14/08. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan 
Project. 
Full version:  http://www.kommersant.com/p842466/Gas_halt/ 
 
Synopsis:  Akbar Torkan, Iran's deputy oil minister for planning, has called Turkmenistan's reduction in gas 
deliveries to Iran "more than immoral," BBC Monitoring reported, citing Iranian state radio. His remarks came 
several days after another oil minister called Turkmenistan's move "immoral" at a session of the Iranian 
parliament on January 13, [and after an imam declared the disruption of service in cold weather "immoral" as 
well—TP]. 
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"Look, we have a contract with Turkmenistan in which the price of gas and the length of the contract is 
determined," Torkan said in an interview with state radio. "The Turkmen wanted to cancel the contract and 
made new claims. It is not important if some one wants to negotiate over the terms and conditions of the 
contract, but to cut the gas supply during the coldest days of the year – while we have a valid contract signed 
by the heads of the two countries – and tell us to accept their new price or face gas cuts is neither correct in 
principal nor is it a proper way to deal with a neighboring country," Torkan commented. 
 
 
d.  Russia Gains from Turkmenistan’s Dispute with Iran: Kommersant 
 
Original title:  Turkmenistan Freezes Iran 
Source:  Kommersant/01/16/07/ Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.kommersant.com/p842466/Gas_halt/ 
 
Synopsis:  Kommersant, the Russian business daily, commented January 16 that the dispute over gas prices 
between Iran and Turkmenistan "is progressing into a gas war in the Middle East," with Turkmenistan halting 
deliveries and Iran threatening to take the case to an international court. Kommersant reported sources within 
Russia's Foreign Ministry as saying that the conflict stems from Ashgabat's wish to "speed up division of the 
Caspian shelf" which will be advantageous to Russia in the end. In a chain reaction, Turkmenistan's halt of 
service to Iran caused Iran to cease delivery to Turkey, which forwards to Greece. Russia's Gazprom covered 
up the Greek shortfall. 
 
Kommersant cites Russian analysts who say Turkmenistan is seeking a price from Iran similar to the amount 
Russia pays, which will rise to $150 per 1,000 cm by mid 2008. In the end, Russia obtains an advantage from 
any Turkmen price hikes, according to Kommersant, because other customers such as China will balk at 
similar increases. Under this scenario, Gazprom could step in to sign a contract with China at approximately 
$90 per 1,000 cm and appear as a more stable partner than Turkmenistan. 
 
 
e.  U.S. Senator Richard Lugar Visits Turkmenistan 
 
Source:  US Embassy Ashgabat/01/12/08 
Electronic version:  http://turkmenistan.usembassy.gov/pr20080112.html 
 
U.S. Senator Richard Lugar is visiting Turkmenistan January 11-13, 2008, in support of expanding 
cooperation between the United States and Turkmenistan. During his visit, Senator Lugar met with President 
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov and other representatives of the government of Turkmenistan, to discuss 
bilateral relations including increased cooperation in areas of security, economic cooperation, agricultural 
reform, energy issues, as well as academic and cultural exchanges. 
 
Senator Lugar underlined the importance of cooperation between the United States and Turkmenistan, 
emphasizing that “academic and cultural exchanges are critical for the mutual progress of our two countries 
in the future. I was pleased to learn of President Berdymukhamedov’s strong support for exchanges which 
will bring greater mutual understanding, and enhance the expertise and capabilities of his citizens.” With 
regard to economic reforms, Senator Lugar noted, “in the agricultural and energy sectors, the United States 
stands ready to support Turkmenistan in the way forward. Our government, our people, and our companies 
have a wealth of experience that they are ready to share with their friends in Turkmenistan.” 
 
Senator Richard Lugar is a senior and influential member of the United States Senate. He serves as the 
Republican leader of the Foreign Relations Committee and was first elected to the U.S. Senate in 1976.  
Senator Lugar represents the state of Indiana in the U.S. Senate and won a sixth term in 2006 with 87 
percent of the vote. 
 
 
f.  President Berdymukhamedov Receives Sen. Richard Lugar 
 
Original title:  President of Turkmenistan Receives U.S. Senator 
Source:   Official Turkmen Government Website/State News Agency of Turkmenistan (TDH)/01/12/08. Excerpt prepared by OSI 
Turkmenistan Project. 
Electronic version:: http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080112a 
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President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov received Senator Richard Lugar, who had arrived 
in Ashgabat leading a representative delegation. They exchanged views on a broad range of issues of mutual 
interest and discussed  possible fields of cooperation. 
 
[Passage omitted: on willingness of Turkmenistan and U.S. to expand cooperation.] 
 
Noting that the United States highly appreciated its partnership with Turkmenistan, the American politician 
called for intensifying their partnership in the energy sector in particular. Sen. Lugar emphasized the 
paramount importance of Turkmenistan’s energy projects dedicated to placing the country’s resource 
potential at the service of the international community. Positively evaluating Turkmenistan's energy policy and 
energy industry development strategy, Sen. Lugar focused on American companies’ intense interest and 
readiness to establish a mutually advantageous partnership in the oil and gas industry. 
 
Noting the importance of diversification in Turkmen-American cooperation and wider application of the 
expertise and advanced technologies which the United States offers nowadays, the two sides specified other 
priority fields including healthcare and agriculture, where the positive experience of cooperation has been 
gained.  
 
[Passage omitted: on education exchanges with the US that have assisted Turkmenistan's educational 
reforms, and the intention to expand such programs.] 
 
Sen. Lugar gave a press interview after the meeting. He expressed sincere satisfaction at the results of the 
meeting “which took place in an exceptionally constructive atmosphere, demonstrating the intention of both 
sides for furthering their mutual interests in the future.” 
 
U.S. charge d'affaires ad interim to Turkmenistan Richard Hoagland and head of the U.S. Republican Party 
headquarters Kenneth A. Meyers took part in the meeting. 
 
 
g.  Sen. Lugar Discusses Energy Security with Turkmen President 
 
Original title: Lugar Discusses Energy Security With Kazakh and Turkmen Leaders. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Source:  States News Service/01/14/08 
 
Synopsis:  Sen. Richard Lugar of Indiana met with the president of Turkmenistan during a trip to Central 
Asian capitals this week, the senator said in statement distributed by States News Service January 14. 
 
"Turkmenistan has undergone extraordinary changes in the year since President Berdymukhamedov came 
into office. I had a friendly candid discussion with the president, and he indicated a strong desire to build a 
growing constructive relationship with the United States," Lugar said. 
 
Lugar encouraged the government of Turkmenistan to pursue trans-Caspian transportation options for oil and 
gas, and discussed the benefits of private investment in the energy sector. 
 
"Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan rely almost exclusively upon Russia to transport their oil and gas to world 
markets. In turn, Russia has occasionally demonstrated willingness to use its control over these supplies for 
political gain at the expense of our European allies," Lugar said. "Opening trans-Caspian export routes will 
dilute Russia's control over energy supplies. Likewise, having multiple export options will reinforce the 
political independence of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan," the senator said. Turkmen officials indicated a 
willingness to work on these issues, he added. 
 
 
h.  EU Delegation Visits Turkmenistan 
 
Original title: In the Interests of Deepening Cooperation between the EU and Turkmenistan; Turkmenistan and EU Prepare 
Memorandum on Energy Cooperation. Translation and synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Source:  Official Turkmen Government Website/01/15/08’; turkmenistan.ru/01/17/08 
Full version:   http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/?idr=1&id=080115a, 
http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=ru&elem_id=12013&type=event&sort=date_desc 
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Synopsis:  A delegation of the European Union headed by Amb. Darya Bavdaz-Kuret, Director of the 
Slovenian Foreign Minister's Department for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, travelled to Ashgabat January 
15-16. The delegation held talks with the Ministry of Economics and Finance and the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection and the President's National Institute for Democracy and Human Rights.  
 
President Berdymukhamedov met Amb. Darya Bavdaz-Kuret on January 16, turkmenistan.ru reported, citing 
the Turkmen State Media Agency (TDH). EU officials Pierre Morel and Gunnar Vigand also participated in the 
delegation. Amb. Bavdaz Kuret noted that the EU was interested in establishing full cooperation with 
Turkmenistan, given the country's unique economic and resource potential and its diplomatic policy of 
promoting trust.  
 
"The European orientation is one of the priorities of Turkmenistan's foreign policy," the president was quoted 
as saying by TDH. Constructive cooperation is in both sides' interests, he added. The two sides discussed 
energy, education, transportation, environment, trade, and promotion of small and medium business. 
President Berdymukhamedov noted that a presidential coordinator will be appointed in order to pursue these 
issues with the EU. The Turkmen leader proposed a memorandum of understanding be drafted on energy 
cooperation between Turkmenistan and the EU. He supported the proposal by the EU to hold a meeting in 
Ashgabat for the foreign policy agencies of Central Asia with participation of the foreign ministers of the 
European troika [past, current, and future presidents of the EU—TP]. Educational exchanges were also 
discussed, with the aim to increase the number of Turkmen students studying in Europe. 
 
 
i.  Freedom House Declares Turkmenistan “Not Free” 
 
Original title:  Country Report:  Turkmenistan 2007. Synopsis  prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Source:  Freedom House/01/16/07 and Associated Press/01/16/07. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:   http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=22&country=7292&year=2007 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080115/ap_on_re_us/freedom_in_retreat;_ylt=AgEFN1BBfD7hQI5YS2aI80VH2ocA 
 
Synopsis:  On January 16 Freedom House, a U.S.-based non-governmental organization promoting 
democracy, designated Turkmenistan as “not free” in its annual Freedom in the World report. Despite some 
reforms under the current president, Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov, first President Saparmurat Niyazov's  
"legacy of absolute presidential power is likely to prove difficult to overcome," said the organization. 
 
Out of the former Soviet countries, three – Belarus, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan – have consistently 
ranked among the world's most repressive societies, AP quoted Freedom House as saying. 
 
 
 
2.     DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS 
 
a.  President Delivers on Promise of Free Gasoline for Turkmen Drivers 
 
Original title:  Citizens of Turkmenistan to Enjoy Free Petrol. Synopsis  prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Source:  turkmenistan.ru/01/13/08 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=11984&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  At a Cabinet of Ministers meeting January 11, Deputy Prime Minister Tachberdy Tagyyev 
proposed that gasoline be provided free to Turkmen citizens, turkmenistan.ru reported, citing the Turkmen 
State News Agency (TDH). President Berdymukhamedov approved, instructing Tagyyev to implement the 
plan in stages with "the mandatory consideration of people's interests," TDH reported. It is anticipated that 
drivers will receive a certain quota of free gasoline, after which they will pay market prices. 
 
b.  President Shuffles Key Media Posts After Sharp Criticism for “Lack of Creativity” 
 
Original title:  Turkmen President Appoints New Press Secretary and Minister of Culture; Decree By the President of Turkmenistan on 
Poladov.  Synopsis  prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Source:  turkmenistan.ru/01/12/08; BBC Monitoring--Central Asia/Turkmen TV Altyn Asyr/01/15/07 
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Full version: http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=11977&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  At a government meeting January 11, President Berdymukhamedov signed a decree relieving 
Akmyrat Hudayberdiyev of the posts of presidential press secretary and editor-in-chief of the state newspaper 
Turkmenistan Prezidentinin Metbugat Capary. He was transferred to the position of editor-in-chief of Turkmen 
Gundogary in the Lebap province. Kakageldi Charyyardurdiyev was moved from the post of Minister of 
Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting to the posts vacated by Hudayeberdiyev's dismissal. Gulmyrat 
Meredov, Deputy Minister of Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting, was then moved to the position of 
Minister of Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting. 
 
Annamyrat Poladov was appointed chief editor of the main government newspaper, Turkmenistan after 
relieving him of his duties as chief editor of Edebiyat We Sungat [Literature and Art weekly], BBC Monitoring 
reported, citing TV Altyn Asyrn. Osman Odayev was appointed chief editor of Garagum magazine by relieving 
him of duties of chief editor of Turkmen Dunyasi [World of Turkmen] newspaper. The former chief editors of 
Turkmenistan and Garagum, Kakabay Ylyasov and Sapar Orayev respectively, have been relieved of posts 
due to retirement. 
 
The reshuffling of key media officials followed the president's sharp criticism of state broadcast and print 
media. The mass media "lack creativity and variety of genre, interesting programs and publications," 
turkmenistan.ru reported the president as saying. 
 
 
c.  Tatar Language Edition of Ruhnama Released at Ceremony in Ashgabat 
 
Original title:  In the Turkmen Capital, a Solemn Presentation Held of the Sacred Ruhnama in the Tatar Language.  Translation and 
synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Source:  Neitral'niy Turkmenistan No. 13/01/15/08/Turkmen State Media Agency (TDH/01/14/08) 
 
Synopsis:  On January 14, the first Tatar-language edition of the Ruhnama was presented at a solemn 
ceremony at the Makhtumkulu National Music and Drama Theater, Neitral'niy Turkmenistan reported, citing 
the Turkmen State Media Agency (TDH). The Turkmen Ministry of Culture and Television and Radio 
Broadcasting organized the ceremony, timed to a visiting government delegation from Tatarstan. The 
Russian Embassy in Turkmenistan and the Russian company KAMAZ announced their support of the 
translation and publication of the Ruhnama. The ceremony was attended by Turkmen government officials, 
members of the Mejlis, foreign diplomats, media, and students. A video was played during the event "telling 
the tale of the triumphant passage of the sacred Ruhnama around the world," TDH reported. 
 
M. Yamukhammedov, deputy chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan, noted the special 
meaning of the Ruhnama "in an epic of new rebirth, marked by an unprecedented growth in civic self-
awareness and the spiritual uplifting of the Turkmen people," TDH reported. The minister characterized the 
Ruhnama as the "unique creation of the founder and first President of independent Turkmenistan Saparmurat 
Turkmenbashi [head of all Turkmen—TP], which has become a moral code for the nation and invaluable 
contribution to the world spiritual treasury,” TDH reported. 
 
In a speech at the ceremony, S. Kogin, general director of KAMAZ of Russia, expressed personal gratitude to 
the Turkmen president for the opportunity to translate and publish the Tatar-language version of the 
Ruhnama, and praised the president's reforms. "The success of our cooperation is predicated on the fact that 
our peoples profess the same moral postulates and values, which have been embodied in the pages of this 
great book," TDH quoted Kogin as saying about the Ruhnama. The book was translated by R. Adyganov, 
senior researcher of the Department for History, Civic Thought, and Islamic Studies of the Academy of 
Sciences of Tatarstan. Adyganov said that while working on the translation, he grew convinced of the 
Ruhnama's role as a national spiritual foundation. "The beneficial influence of this book was so great that 
upon finishing this work, I visited Mecca and completed the sacred haj," TDH reported him as saying. 
 
Z. Valiyev, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Culture of Tatarstan and Amb. Ivan Blatov of Russia also 
participated in the ceremony. 
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3.    ECONOMIC NEWS 
 
a.  New Gas Field Discovered in Southern Yolotan in Turkmenistan 
 
Source:  BBC Monitoring/Turkmen TV Altyn Asyr/01/15/08. Synopsis  prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
 
Synopsis:  Another gas field has been discovered in Turkmenistan's southern Yolotan deposit, BBC 
Monitoring reported on January 15, citing Turkmen TV Altyn Asyr. According to the state channel, the 
discovery of a strong flow of fuel confirms Turkmen specialists' forecasts that the area has several layers of 
deposits. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Unless otherwise indicated, all translations have been prepared by OSI’s Turkmenistan Project. 
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